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Introduction
The World Health Assembly (WHA) is the decision-making body of the World Health Organization (WHO). It brings together delegations from all 194 Member States to determine the Organization’s policies, appoint the Director-General, supervise financial and administrative operations, and approve the programme budget. Convened annually in Geneva, Switzerland, the WHA serves as the world’s foremost platform for shaping global health priorities and charting collaborative pathways toward health for all.  The 77th World Health Assembly (WHA 77) was held from 27 May – 1 June 2024, under the overarching theme  World Health Assembly (WHA77) theme was "All for Health, Health for All," focusing on global health equity, strengthened pandemic preparedness, and strides towards achieving universal health coverage.

Background
At WHA 77, HENNET actively participated in two key civil society side events that underscored the growing global consensus around social participation in health governance, an essential enabler of accountability, equity, and people-centred care.  The first was hosted by the Civil Society Engagement Mechanism for UHC2030 (CSEM), which is focused on Accelerating progress towards universal health coverage: dialogue between Parliamentarians, youth and civil society.  From commitments to action: accelerating equitable progress towards UHC. This event built momentum around ongoing advocacy efforts by Thailand and Slovenia, supported by Brazil, France, Norway, and Tunisia, for the adoption of a landmark WHA resolution on social participation for UHC, health and well-being.

The second event HENNET engaged in was hosted by the Social Participation for Health: Engagement, Research, and Empowerment (SPHERE) consortium and it was titled, “For the People, With the People: Joining Hands & Using Evidence to Implement Social Participation for Universal Health Coverage.” This side event aimed to deepen understanding of social participation for health (SPH), defined as empowering people, communities, and civil society to engage meaningfully in decision-making processes that influence health policies and systems at all levels.

Evidence presented during WHA 77 highlighted that when communities are empowered to co-design, monitor, and evaluate health interventions, outcomes tend to be more equitable, sustainable, and responsive to people’s needs. However, many countries still grapple with how to institutionalize SPH within varied governance structures; a challenge SPHERE seeks to address through country-focused advocacy-research in Argentina, Kenya, Tunisia, and Vietnam. These efforts document implementation lessons from existing participatory mechanisms and translate them into practical guidance for governments and civil society actors seeking to strengthen inclusive health governance.

HENNET’s Presentation
During the SPHERE-hosted side event, HENNET presented insights on social participation for health in Kenya (see linked presentation). The presentation drew on research conducted jointly with the Africa Institute for Health and Development (AIHD) and illustrated Kenya’s progress, challenges, and opportunities in operationalizing participatory governance within the health sector.
Key highlights included:
· Kenya’s constitutional commitment to public participation (Article 10 and 174(c) of the Constitution of Kenya 2010), which establishes citizen engagement as a national value and principle of governance.
· The country’s devolved governance framework, which creates space for county-level participation in health planning, budgeting, and oversight.
· Persistent gaps in legal harmonization and practice, with varying degrees of inclusivity and consistency across counties.
HENNET underscored that to strengthen these mechanisms, Kenya needs a comprehensive Public Participation Act to institutionalize and standardize engagement across national and county levels. Such a framework would embed social participation in law, ensuring sustainability, accountability, and equitable service delivery aligned with UHC goals.  At the time of WHA 77, HENNET was already lobbying for this legislation while mobilizing civil society and community actors to demand structured, evidence-based participation in health decision-making processes.

Global and Regional Context
The deliberations at WHA 77 took place against a backdrop of growing global consensus that people-centred governance is foundational to achieving health for all. WHO and partners emphasized that social participation is not an optional component but rather a pillar of resilient, inclusive, and equitable health systems.
Key developments and takeaways relevant to HENNET included:
· The WHO’s continued emphasis on community empowerment as articulated in the Declaration of Astana (2018) on Primary Health Care and reaffirmed in the UHC2030 Action Agenda (2023).
· Increasing recognition by Member States and civil society that public participation bridges the trust gap between governments and citizens, leading to better policy design, accountability, and uptake of health interventions.
· Early discussions culminated in a major global milestone: the adoption of the Resolution on Social Participation for Health at the 77th World Health Assembly. The resolution recognizes social participation as a core component of resilient, people-centred health systems and calls on Member States to institutionalize mechanisms that enable communities, civil society, and marginalized groups to meaningfully influence health policy and decision-making. It outlines commitments to strengthen legal and policy frameworks, invest in participatory structures at national and sub-national levels, and embed inclusive approaches such as community dialogue, public consultation, and co-creation of health strategies. By endorsing this resolution, the global community demonstrated its readiness not only to reaffirm but to operationalize the social participation commitments first articulated in 2023, marking a significant shift toward more accountable, equitable, and responsive health governance

Implications for Kenya and HENNET’s Work
For Kenya, the outcomes of WHA 77 reinforced the urgency of institutionalizing participation in the health sector. HENNET’s advocacy aligns with this global momentum and positions the Network as a key civil society voice shaping how participatory governance translates into practice.
Through its research partnerships and policy engagement, HENNET continues to:
1. Strengthen the evidence base on the impact of social participation in Kenya’s health governance.
2. Advocate for a national Public Participation Act that harmonizes engagement mechanisms and promotes inclusive decision-making.
3. Support county health stakeholders and CSOs to build capacity for participatory planning and accountability.
4. Contribute Kenya’s experiences to global platforms such as UHC2030, CSEM, and SPHERE, ensuring that local lessons inform international practice and vice versa.

Conclusion and Way Forward
The 77th World Health Assembly was a milestone in advancing the global conversation on social participation as a pathway to stronger, fairer, and more accountable health systems. For HENNET, participation in WHA 77 strengthened partnerships, deepened learning, and affirmed our strategic direction as a champion of community-driven health governance in Kenya.
As we move forward, HENNET will continue to build on the foundations laid at WHA 77 by:
· Engaging with policymakers to advance a Public Participation Act in Kenya;
· Strengthening collaboration with SPHERE and UHC2030 to co-generate evidence and tools for participatory health governance; and
· Positioning Kenyan civil society as a thought leader in the global dialogue on "All for Health, Health for All," 
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